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COMMUNITY SHOP
The latest news and updates from Kirkoswald Community Shop

We're Finalists!
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We are delighted to have been shortlisted for the Pride of Cumbria awards 2024 in the
category of Community Business Of The Year. The submission highlights the
contribution made by very many volunteers who keep the shop operating 57 hours a
week, 362 days a year, whatever the weather.

The award ceremony is on Thursday, June 13th, where we will be represented by Jane Tea
- one of our committee members and lead shop volunteer - and Isa Henderson one of the
long standing shop volunteers. We'll let you know if we win! - fingers crossed.

Annual Meeting Report

It seems a long time ago now but we held a second successful AMM in November. Our
treasurer Charlie Shepherd presented the annual accounts and forecasts. He explained
that although we had made a loss over 2022-23, this was not unexpected. The committee
has developed a cost saving/income maximisation action plan which is already bearing
fruit, although some savings will not fully benefit us until 2024 /25.

At the meeting, members appointed one new committee member Alice Gundavda (see
previous newsletter and AMM papers).

Since then we have co-opted an additional committee member, Ciara
Stratford.(Pictured). Ciara is a corporate lawyer, who grew up helping
out with local community projects in Yorkshire.

Moving to Kirkoswald, she is keen to help with the Community Benefit
Society which runs the shop. Already she is assisting us with contracts
and payroll matters.
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Feedback From Our Members

Some shareholders, particularly those who live a long way away or hold few shares, have
suggested to us that they are willing to donate their shares to the shop. This has the
benefit of reducing shop liabilities to shareholders and lessening the administrative
burden of contacting more than 600 shareholders regularly.

If you feel this is something that you would like to do please complete the Share
Donation Form sent out with this newsletter. Rest assured, we are keen for any
shareholders to remain with us if you wish to.

We're Not Getting Any Younger

We would like to know what you would like to see happen to your shares in the event of
your death.

We want to respect your wishes, but you have to tell us what those are before you go! A
Share Nomination Form is sent out with this newsletter which you might like to
complete and return to us setting out what you would like to see happen to your
Kirkoswald Community Shop shares.

More Optimistically - Summer Is Coming

We are pleased to report that trading seems a little
better than the same periods last year, although it is
not easy to be precise as inflation makes exact
comparisons a tad tricky.

We are currently gearing up for summer by
increasing our stock of ice cream - the local Lakes
Luxury Ice Cream sell well and we stock a broad
range of the very tasty flavours.

We have introduced a new local supply of individual
pies from MacKays of Penrith with different
flavours to augment our standard Cranston’s range.

We have also increased our range of vegan and
world products to appeal to a wide customer base.
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